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CHAPTER   VI.

SEWALL   AS   A   BUSINESS   MAN.

SEWALL/S early education was at his father's house
In Newbury,  under charge of his father's minister,
Rev.  Mr.   Parker,   who, leaving the pulpit after he
became blind, had the courage to support himself by
private pupils in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.    It has
been often noted that the per cent of college men in
the colony was large.      His life here was that of the
wilderness, with a smack of Old English in it; and
he probably took his   share  of the  hardship.     He
graduated at Harvard  College in  1671 in a class of
eleven, most of whom remained his fast friends dur-
ing life.     In this class there were four Samuels, two
Johns, one Isaiah, one Peter, and one Thomas, with
only two secular names, William and Edward.

It would be a curious inquiry as to the origin of

the Puritan names, and why so many were out of the

and especially the Hebrew Scriptures.    That

Hebrew proper names had generally a pious

meaning might be one reason; that so, in a sense,

their nam.es would thus be written in "the/Lamb's

Book of Life- might be another; while names like

Grace or Mercy carry their own right to be given to

women.    The cases are not unknown where Puritanen-
